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The South Australian Government is calling on the private sector to build, own 
and operate a $517million cluster of men’s and women’s high-security prisons, a 
youth detention centre and a mental home at Mobilong, near Murray Bridge, east 
of Adelaide.
    The move is part of the Rann Government’s grand plan to close down Yatala 
prison as well as Northfield Women’s Prison and the Magill Youth Detention 
Centre, and relocate all three, along with a pre-release centre and a mental health 
centre, at a one-stop facility owned and run by the private sector at Mobilong.
    The land on which the existing jails are located - prime real estate at Northfield 
and Magill - will be sold for up to $600million for housing.
    Next month, the Government will call for requests to register interest in build-
ing, owning and operating the facility. A short list will be released next April and 
the successful bidder will be announced in May 2009.
    The Australian understands that at least four separate groups are lining up to 
bid for the public-private partnerships project.
    One of them is the Torrens Correctional Partnership, comprising investment 
bank ABN Amro, Bilfinger Berger, Baulderstone Hornibrook and United Group 
Services.
    Another comprises Macquarie Bank and GEO Group.
    Westpac is involved in another consortium; and Babcock & Brown, Multiplex, 
Hansen Yuncken and Spotless Group have joined forces.
    The only thing the state Government doesn’t want the private sector to do at 
the new prison cluster is hire the wardens.
    Everything else, from building the complex, to feeding and rehabilitating the 
inmates, will be outsourced to private companies, according to the memorandum 
of understanding put out by the Rann Government.
    It clearly states that key aims of the new facility are to “reduce operating costs 
associated with Yatala Labour Prison, Adelaide Women’s Prison and Magill 
Youth Training Centre; be better equipped to manage future expansion; and re-
place existing outdated forensic mental health facilities”.
    The prison population has increased by nearly 50per cent between 1993 and 
2003 and this growth shows no sign of abating.
    Infrastructure Partnerships Australia chairman Mark Birrell said yesterday: 
“The experience of prison privatisation in Australia, the UK and the USA has 
been overwhelmingly successful, delivering innovation, reducing bureaucracy 
and setting higher performance standards for public prisons to be measured 
against.
    “Privatisation also provides greater accountability through detailed contractual 
performance standards, moving government to a regulatory role and ending am-
biguity that can result from having government act as both operator and regula-
tor.”
    Privatising prisons is a political hot potato. Critics of private jails argue big 
prison-management companies, especially in the US, distort the criminal justice 
system by lobbying for tougher sentencing. “It is Capitalism 101: you’ve got 
to expand your markets - you’ve got to fill your beds,” according to Stephen 
Nathan, the editor of Prison Privatisation Report International.
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Seriously mentally ill prisoners in the state of New York will be taken out of 
solitary confinement in prison cells and placed in secure treatment facilities 
under a bill that gained final legislative approval Tuesday. 
    The Senate and Assembly passed the bill that ends a long effort by advocates 
for the prisoners to first get seriously mentally ill patients out of 24-hour, soli-
tary confinement and then to get them in treatment-based, secure facilities. 
    The measure also requires the state to conduct mental health assessments of 
all prisoners in segregated or special housing units known as SHUs. They could 
then be placed in secure facilities run by the state Office of Mental Health and 
the Department of Correctional Services, which runs the state’s prisons. Prison-
ers who remain in solitary confinement would have to receive periodic assess-
ments. 
    “This caps a four-year campaign to see New York become the national leader 
in providing mental health alternatives to those in solitary confinement,” said 
Harvey Rosenthal, executive director of the New York Association of Psychiat-
ric Rehabilitation Services. 
    “It will get them out of solitary and put them in appropriate mental health set-
tings,” he said. “You’re treated like someone who needs help, not a bad actor.” 
    Gov. Eliot Spitzer will now consider the bill. He has supported getting seri-
ously mentally ill prisoners into secure treatment. 
    “This legislation improves the way the state of New York treats inmates who 
are afflicted with serious mental illnesses,” said Corrections Committee Chair-
man Jeffrion Aubry, a Queens Democrat. “It advances treatment over punish-
ment and better prepares correction officers who interact with such inmates, 
thereby enhancing safety of not only inmates and staff but of the public, as 
well.” 
    New York has had more prisoners in segregated units for disciplinary purpos-
es than any state. Almost a quarter of the prisoners in the segregated housing in 
New York had a history of mental illness and advocates for the mentally ill said 
solitary confinement can lead to more suicides and poorer mental health. 
    The measures also provides more mental health training for corrections offic-
ers and prison staff. The Commission on Quality Care and Advocacy for People 
with Disabilities will monitor mental health programs in state prisons. 
    Last year, the Spitzer administration acted to provide better treatment of men-
tally ill prisoners, ending 23-hour-a-day solitary confinement and limiting the 
use of a bread-and-cabbage diet and other punishments. Disability Advocates 
had sued the previous Pataki administration in federal court in 2002, claiming 
the state failed to provide treatment the prisoners needed and that solitary con-
finement led to severe psychiatric deterioration, self-mutilation and suicide. 
    Spitzer decided mentally ill prisoners in the special units would get at least 
two hours of treatment outside of their solitary confinement cells each day and 
as many as four hours additional recreation time. 

By Michael Gormley | Associated Press Writer

N.Y. Legislature agrees to take mentally ill 
prisoners out of solitary confinement

Mentally ill prisoners to get 
better treatment UK Ministers are planning to implant 

“machine-readable” microchips under 
the skin of thousands of offenders as 
part of an expansion of the electronic 
tagging scheme that would create 
more space in British jails.
    Amid concerns about the security 
of existing tagging systems and prison 
overcrowding, the Ministry of Justice 
is investigating the use of satellite and 
radio-wave technology to monitor 
criminals.
    But, instead of being contained 
in bracelets worn around the ankle, 
the tiny chips would be surgically 
inserted under the skin of offenders 
in the community, to help enforce 
home curfews. The radio frequency 
identification (RFID) tags, as long as 
two grains of rice, are able to carry 
scanable personal information about 
individuals, including their identities, 
address and offending record.
    The tags, labelled “spychips” by 
privacy campaigners, are already used 
around the world to keep track of 
dogs, cats, cattle and airport luggage, 
but there is no record of the technol-
ogy being used to monitor offenders 
in the community. The chips are also 
being considered as a method of help-
ing to keep order within prisons.
    A senior Ministry of Justice official 
last night confirmed that the depart-
ment hoped to go even further, by 
extending the geographical range of 
the internal chips through a link-up 
with satellite-tracking similar to the 
system used to trace stolen vehicles. 
“All the options are on the table, and 
this is one we would like to pursue,” 
the source added.
    The move is in line with a proposal 
from Ken Jones, the president of the 
Association of Chief Police Officers 
(Acpo), that electronic chips should 
be surgically implanted into convicted 
paedophiles and sex offenders in order 
to track them more easily. Global 
Positioning System (GPS) technol-
ogy is seen as the favoured method of 
monitoring such offenders to prevent 
them going near “forbidden” zones 
such as primary schools.

Prisoners ‘to be 
chipped like dogs’
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